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Go to see one of the GRANDEST forts

in Asia, and fall in love with a colowrful,
animated city. From the imposing
Mehrangarh Fort to the narrow, winding

/(m()s ]ODH PUR is mesmerising
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Leathersandals, T 35,000,
shoulder bag ‘with metal
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Pick from 32 rooms and seven
suites, including the Raas
Buite with its private entrance
and terrace. We recommend
the duplex suites with a
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The higher you go, the more

> magnificent MEHRANGARH
becomes. The city below recedes

into myriad blue walls

s the Might approaches the
small air force base that also
serves as the _|u:ll1|)u|' Arport,
the endless arid landseape ol the
Fhar Desert is replaced by o sea of little roofs.
Two prominent structures stand out, domi-
nant and higher than anything else — the
Mehrangarh For, at the foot of which the Old
City of Jodhpur is builty and the Umaid
Bhawan Palace in the distance, the splendid
residence of the roval family. During the short
drive from the airport towards the Clock
Tower, the centre of the walled city, the roads
gets progressively narrower and more crowded
—with pedestrians, two wheelers, shops, horse
carriages, anto rickshaws — tll at one point it's
amazing that a vehicle is even able to squeeze
through the by-lanes. But this chaotic, colour
ful madness is inherent to Jodhpur's charm,
And tucked away in the middle of the
lrenzied maze ol allevs, like
a veritable oasis ol calm, sits
the Raas, The
arched gateway (o ful) ol

traditional

Jodhpur's — newest  and
hippest boutique hotel leads
vou into a lealy, stone-paved
courtyard. A cute blue (b
tuke (ato rickshaw)
But it's past
little
ared that the hotel really open

sits in
the
e t'|)tilm
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out to a view that makes us wish
Built
on the grounds of an 18th-
cemury haveli, the Raas sits in
the shade of the imposing

we never had o leave:

Mehrangarh Forr. The architee-
ture s a curious blend of the
old and the new. A lot of the
original structure has been »
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preserved: The Darikliana (meaning chamber
ol carpes }I:llil '-Ir'_'ii‘..i”'l served as a LS
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room) and the Baradari (an op pavilion
for performance arts) have been
repurposed as restaurants, while the siables
as litde alcoves : a2 R ] s
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Satin lyorn bodysuit, € 7.500,
L AN arempt 1o d in with 8 27 by Hemant & Nandita, Cotton
and pink sandstone jalis. ; ]'.TIGlI.F(P(':_ LrOUSers, 7,000, by
: Rahul Singh, Patent leather
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hecomes. eveny as the city below recedes into

mvriad bliie walls (the Brahmins' houses are

aditionally whitewashed with a tinge ol

IIItH:l]LI! the 1.'!»]Ii||| ol Blu

i1 s just one ol the muost

i India (vored “Asia’s Best

zine i 20081, 1's also

t-maintained we've seen, No crumbling

| cen jalis or defaced walls, In Fact,

cowntyvards, the g il halcomes, the
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meditated, look as il |I'.'\|l_|‘. H'Illi'li'll'-l. A\

modern Ll mstalled  durnmge the last

renovation, might seem incongruous,  but

vy 1l appreciate nol ii.|‘.|itf_: tor climly some L)
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Below, walk through the snaking lanes ol

the Odd Cilv. Thevire oo marow for cars

You'll find an old temple ar even
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corner, a maghificent ald gitwe opening ito a l'l l | l 1 'llll'l

mtodest new  house, and  shops  selling

.-1:-‘--|r-l|'it'il snacks and ghee-drenched sweets

A frip to Jodhpur isn't complete without some

jewellery, the Mirchi Bazur foy spices, and the

shopping: Head to the Sarala Bazar o (
Clock Tower for rues, curios and r}
|

winkers. Have vour wits about you to avoid

paying ‘tournst rates’ though.

And while Jodhpue's other muist-se
Umaid Bhawan Palace. s stanoing,
disappointing that only a small portion - the
museum — is open to the public. With: most
of it a howel and one part in use as the royal
Eunilv's residence, vou're left with a small
collection of ornate clocks, miniature paint
igs and maodel airplanes with which to
extrapolate vour opinions of wrandew

Back at the Raas, a visit 1o the spa s the
perfect way 1o relax alter a long, hot day. Thic
hotel is even pretien by nighit, as the pool. the
aarden and the tort in the background are lit
up. The calmness is punciuated momentarihy
by the azan from the mosque next door, Butas
it ades out, a holistic sense of quiet and
comiort surrounds vou again. Here, in the k - o .
micddle of 1~'.‘||,|~1h.1||'~.u.-n-'.-lm-‘!lnl:‘-.'.a.nl'~.r]|- . 0l g : At the spa (manngetd

. |/ ' by Serene Spas), go for
Wiad z.he full Bady Aroma

most unlikely pleasure you can expernence. W

PHOTOGR
AND HALE

OR MALINT BANERJT
PANT ANUJ LALL
LOCATION COURT Y
MOHFALLA, JODHPUR 1
FMOR DETAILS

Silk Blouse, T 19,688, by

Shivan & Narresh, Silk flarody
\, Lrousers, ¥ 2,885, by Sanchita

/ Leather sandals, ¥ 38,000,

. lepther handbag, T 87,000;

bath from Tod's




